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PRESS STATEMENT 
 

 
Following the receipt of a planning application by RMC Materials Ltd. for the extraction 
of sand and gravel from Broom Court Farm, Bidford-on-Avon, the Parish Council 
arranged a Public Meeting last night to discuss the proposed development. 
 
The meeting, which was called at short notice, was attended by approximately 300 people 
from all over the Parish, all of whom voiced their strong opposition to development. 
 
The Parish Council based on this consultation & on the merits of the application itself 
have unanimously decided to oppose the development. They will work closely with the  
County and District Councillors as well as with other interested bodies such as the 
Bidford Residents Association to ensure that its objections are fully aired with the 
relevant planning bodies. 
 
The Parish Council’s major objections are: 
 

• Health and Safety  - We are concerned for the safety of the site. The extraction 
site is very large & will be mainly unprotected, especially to the south, where due 
to restrictions imposed by the Environment Agency no bunds will be permitted.  
In addition the proposed conveyor route will cross open country with very little 
protection & this will undoubtedly represent a great hazard, especially to children 
 

• Environment – The river and its surrounding are areas of great natural beauty 
which are enjoyed by many & the extensive flora, fauna and bird life will be 
endangered should this proposal proceed.. 
 



 

• Noise and dust – Residents living close to the current Marsh Farm site made it 
clear to the meeting that the noise from the quarry will be intrusive.  Many are 
also worried that the dust created by the site will be intolerable.  

 
• Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) – the meeting expressed doubts as to 

the comprehensivness & indeed the accuracy of some parts of the EIA. They also 
doubted whether the planned timeframes could be achieved given the details 
contained in the EIA. 
 

• Restoration – the meeting was highly sceptical of the proposed restoration plans 
with some believing that the final use of the site would be for Landfill.   They 
noted the slow pace of restoration at the Marsh Farm site. 

 
 
A resident of Bidford-on-Avon proposed that a Parish Poll take place and this was 
unanimously supported.  The Parish Council accepted the call for the Poll and the 
following wording was agreed on: 
 
 The residents of the Parish of Bidford-on-Avon wish to keep its natural  
 environs rural in character.  To this end, we ask that any proposal involving 
 the extraction of sand and gravel be opposed.  
 
 Do you support the above  suggestion:       Yes 
                                                                                    No 
 
As required by the Local Government Act 1972, the Parish Poll date will be fixed by the 
returning officer at SDC and according to the law must take place not earlier than 14 
working days and not later than 25 working days after the date of the meeting when the 
Parish Poll was demanded. 
 
The Parish Council support the views of the residents of the Parish of Bidford-on-Avon  
in opposing this development. 
 
Bidford on Avon 19th April 2005 
 


