BIDFORD ON AVON PARISH COUNCIL
In the County of Warwickshire

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 24th August 2009 at the
Parish Council Meeting Room, Bramley Way @ 7.30 pm

PRESENT

Chairman Cllr. Hiscocks

Cllrs. Gerrard, Mrs. Keeley, Hendey, Langston, Sandle, and Spiers

Also present. County Cllr. Barnes; District Cllrs. James, Pemberton and
Slaughter; 5 members of the public and a member of the
press

In attendance: Mrs. E. Uggerlgse, Clerk to the Parish Council

1. TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES
Apologies received from Cllrs. Hill and Williams, which were accepted by the Council

2. TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATION TO INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
All members of the Council are respectfully reminded that in order to comply
with the Code of conducted adopted by the Parish Council on 20t August 2007 if
any matter arises during the meeting in which they have Declared an Interest
which could be personal or prejudicial they should declare so and leave the room.
None declared

3. TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
27THJULY 2009
Cllr. Sandle proposed the Minutes be accepted as being accurate.
RESOLVED that Minutes should be accepted and signed by the Chairman

4. YOUTH FORUM
There were no youngsters present
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5. PUBLIC FORUM

e Resident raised the issue of Wharrad Close and how untidy it looks.
Cllr. James assured her that enforcement measures were in hand,

e Residents raised concern regarding Bidford Fire Station and added that a
small group had been formed to steer the campaign to fight for the station
and assured the Parish Council that it would work with it. They requested
the Parish Council continue its pressure to have the papers released.

e Aresident confirmed that the signed petition for a pedestrian crossing to the
south of Bidford Bridge had been officially sent to WCC.

6. TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR

e C(lIr. Barnes advised he had visited the Conservative Party’s office to discuss
the future of the Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Service and advise them that
he is unhappy with the current arrangements
He also advised that he, and members of the other parties, will be meeting
with the Chief Fire Officer to discuss the contents of the consultation papers
on 12th September.

e Application had been made for the Long Marston Army Camp site which
would impact on Bidford. He had, therefore, made a request under the
planning agreement (S106) for pressure pads to be installed on Bidford and
Welford Bridge to monitor HGVs and thus, hopefully, reduce their impact.

Cllr. Barnes left the meeting

7. TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
e The planning application received for Long Marston, which was a mixed
development consisting of housing, leisure, employment and railway, was
part of the District Council policy and had been the subject of consultation.
The application was, therefore, welcome.
¢ Enforcement issues are confidential, due to the sensitivity of the issue.
However, several prominent sites within Bidford are currently being looked
at legally and it is hoped that major changes will follow.
e Bidford Fire Station - District Council has issued official invitations to attend
the special Local Community Forum to:
o Portfolio Holder, Cllr. Hobbs
0 Chief Fire Officer, Paul Fuller and his Deputy
0 Leader of the Cabinet, Cllr. Farnell
0 WCC Chief Executive Officer Jim Graham
o Fire Brigade Union
o Cllr. Barnes (County Ward Member)
0 John Maples MP
e West Midlands Regional Assembly Phase 3 consultation has now finished. On
the main issues pertaining to this area, the following replies had been sent:
0 Gypsy sites : Bidford had enough of gypsy sites and other areas should
be found
0 Housing : local need choice should prevail
0 Minerals : once Marsh Farm was finished, there should be no more
extraction in this area.
e C(Car Park Card was being reintroduced
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Cllr. Gerrard reminded those present that the Parish Council is in the process
of revising the Parish Plan, where the above issues would be raised, and it
was hoped to have a widespread response from the community to be
considered.

8. TO RECEIVE THE CLERK’S REPORT
This had been circulated to Councillors for their information and is attached to
these Minutes.

9. TO RECEIVE/CONSIDER CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

e WCC - Notice of Adoption Plan of Stepping Stones and Paddock Close under
Highways Act 1980 Sec. 38 -
Noted

e SDC/BT - adoption of the telephone boxes in Barton and Marlcliff
(correspondence circulated)
The Marlcliff Residents Group has also requested the Parish Council to
consider adopting the telephone box in Marlcliff - the consensus is they do
not object to the actual service being removed.
Various issues regarding this were discussed, amongst them the cost of
maintaining the adopted boxes and the consequences. The Clerk advised she
had sought information from WALC which should be forthcoming. It was
proposed any decision be deferred until this advice was received.
RESOLVED; to defer the decision until WALC’s advice had been received

e WALC - List of events Sept. 2009 - March 2010 including the AGM on 29th
Oct. @ 7.30 pm at Shire Hall (circulated)
Noted - RESOLVED representation would attend the AGM

¢ Warwickshire Lieutenancy Office - Queens Award for Voluntary Service
Noted RESOLVED the Clerk to request poster and/or information be emailed so
that the information could be posted on the website.

¢ Mercia Canoe Club ; request permission to finish the annual canoe race in
the Big Meadow
RESOLVED to give permission for this popular annual event.

10.TO RECEIVE REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE FINANCE AND
STRATEGY COMMITTEE
The Committee had met on Monday 17t August. The Committee Chairman
proposed the Council adopt the Budget Virement Policy, which had been
circulated, with effect from 1st September
RESOLVED - to adopt the Budget Virement Policy
The Committee Chairman also proposed that the Finance and Strategy Committee
should only have the power of recommendation and only the full Council have the
power to adopt changes
RESOLVED that changes could only be made by the Parish Council
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11.TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON BIDFORD FIRE STATION
The Clerk gave a verbal report on the correspondence she had had with County
Council, confirming that no date had been given for the release of the consultation
papers.
RESOLVED - the Clerk write to WCC CEO, Jim Graham, requesting a date be set.

12.TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE THE FOLLOWING EXPENSES

e Tree work on the Big Meadow : £1,200
o Remove all suckers
0 Pruning back and lowering of dangerous branches from 20 trees
O Pruning 10 trees
0 Removal of a dead chestnut
0 Removal of rubbish

RESOLVED to approve the work and that a lime tree be planted to replace the

removed horse chestnut

e Hedge work at Marleigh Road Park : £400

RESOLVED To approve the work

13.TO CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING PLANNING APPLICATION
e 09/01603/TPO Mrs. Sone, 23 Old School Mead, B50 4AW
T1 horse chestnut: crown reduce by 30% and reshape
RESOLVED The Parish Council is keen to maintain trees throughout the
parish. However, it does appreciate that from time to time work may be
required and, subject to the work being proposed is deemed to be necessary
by the arboriculture department, the council has no objection.

14.TO REVIEW THE MOWING SPECIFICATION FOR MONIE MEADOW
Proposed that in view of the difficulty and expense involved in making Monie
Meadow a meadow, the specification should revert to the original but without
specifying grass height
RESOLVED specification to revert to grass mowing with no height being
specified.

15.TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE THE MONTHS PAYMENT AND ACCOUNTS
Purchases: £5,561.59

DDM 1,094.53
Wages: 2,241.81
Donations 885.00

Payments Received:

Big Meadow fees £830.00

It was RESOLVED to approve the accounts, which included the annual Parish
Council donations to various local charities (under S137 as per attached list), and
that Cllrs. Gerrard and Hendey sign the cheques.

The meeting closed at approx. 8.25 pm
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BIDFORD ON AVON PARISH COUNCIL
In the County of Warwickshire

CLERKS REPORT - AUGUST 2009

e MATTERS ARISING (for information only)

0 Advised Highways of the complaint in respect of the height of the trees
on the roundabout.

[ have received a reply stating that there are no safety issues with the
trees and shrubs growing on it nor are there encroachment or visibility
issues which may have implications on highway safety. Therefore no
work is considered necessary.

0 I have written to both WALC and the Housing Minister regarding the
Extension of Planning Permission Period. Although I have received an
acknowledgement from the Minister of Housing that the letter has been
received, | have not received a reply. I have sent a second email
requesting a reply.

WALC has advised that no other council has written regarding this issue.

0 Local Works - I sent a letter to John Maples MP to ask if he was
supporting the Sustainable Communities Bill and he has replied that the
Conservatives strongly support the Act and that it will work to ensure
that real power is handed back to local communities.

e PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY - BIDFORD WARD
Following the recent resignation of Cllr. Ms Deacon due to demands of her job,
notice of the vacancy has been published on 12th August 2009, and posted on the
notice boards and the Parish Council website, in accordance with Section 87(2)
of the Local Government Act 1972.

e BIG MEADOW PLAY AREA

0 The steel frame of the swings showing sign of corrosion due to age. It is
recommended that it be removed and replaced in the near future.

[ have advised the Parish Council’s contractor that the plan is to replace
the equipment on this play area so to continue to monitor it.
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0 [Ihave invited play equipment companies to send in plans and quotations
for the replacement of play equipment for U'12s, as well as for a new play
area based on Playbuild criteria, for ages up to 16. These will be put to
consultation with parents and youngsters in due course.

[ have had confirmation that there is a £21,320 this is from agreement

reference 790, Waterloo Rd Development. The lead officer for this money at

SDC is Chris Fennel, who will need to be satisfied that the proposals meet the

terms of the legal agreement. Pat Reid (Head of Planning Dept.) is getting the

mechanism through which SDC can release S106 monies agreed with

Councillors at a Planning and Regulation Committee Meeting in September.

[ am also looking at some grants under Playbuild although this will be for

2010/11, this is also through Chris Fennel.

e MARLEIGH PARK PLAY AREA

I received complaints about rude graffiti on the bench, which has now been

removed. One person also complained about the bench having been planced

in the play area, although I have also received support as many

parents/grand parents use them. I would add that all play areas have a

bench

e ANNUAL REPORT

This is being distributed by the Young Fire Fighter to all households. Copies

are also available in the library and Parish Council office, both in Bramley

Way

e EXPENSES
[ authorized the following:
0 Weeding around the War Memorial
0 Painting of the bollards by the War Memorial
0 Varnishing/painting of the bench and notice board by the War
Memorial
e LOCAL COMMUNITY FORUM

This took place on Tuesday 11th August at 7.00 pm at the Crawford Memorial

Hall. Due to the great concern the various rumours about the possible

closure of Bidford Fire Station, it was very well attended. The Parish Council

hopes residents found the meeting both informative and helpful and that as
many as possible will continue to attend them and use them as an
opportunity to raise issues of importance and concern to the local
communities.
e MEETINGS
0 Planning Committee Meeting on Monday 14th September @ 7.30 pm
0 Parish Council Meeting on Monday 28t September @ 7.30 pm
0 Bidford Youth Action Group AGM on Tuesday 29t September @ 7.00
pm
All meetings in the Parish Council Meeting Rooms, Bramley Way
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